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Although in the larger cities there
,is much talk of waning interest in!
; religious matters on the part of mem-
bers of families that once were the
mainstays of church affairs, due to
| worldly influences such as the auto-
, mobile, golf, etc., there is little evi-
dehce of this in most rural commu-|
nities. # It is possible to guage the!
religidus attitude of a rural commu-
]nity with a fair degree of accuracy
by the manner in which those of
| different denominations support ‘their
community churches. Some ofl
, these have flourished steadily nearly
|75 years in this section.
| In Blakeley township, just a short
| distlance frorr} the Le Sueur county
| 1_ine, there stands a quaint, substan-
‘1tial brick structure. It is Freder-
‘tich’s Evangelical Lutheran church.
Pioneers of that faith affected an or-
anization in 1860 and erected a log
church at a cost of $50. .The lana

was donated by Frederich Nagel an
, @ stipulation was made in the dee
that the church should be known as
) Frederich’s church and that this name;
) should not be changed, however long
'Ithe congregation might be in exis-
tence. So, after nearly 67 years
lthe church still retains its orignial

| congregation was

(By Win. V. Working)

the country when the little log church
was built. The hand?ul of pioneers’
who formed the charter membership
found it difficult to eke out an exis-
tence and even the erection of the
log church répresented considerable
sacrifice on their part. But condi-
tions improved with the flight ofl
years, although not before the Sioux,
outbreak and the .Civili War had,
wrought further.havoc.  ° !

In 1875,. just 15 years after the,
formed, 2a new
church was erected, a brick structure,l
which cost $3,500. This church stilli
stands, although there have been im-
provements made on it. Rev. Henryi
Braun was in charge .when the new;
edifice was built, but before him|
there was Rev. Wolf, the first resi-|
dent pastor. Rev. Wolf is recalled
by many old residents of the district
who attended the church -ahd the pa-
rochial school conducted ‘in connec-
tion with it, as children.

A change that almost might be
characterized as a metamorphosis has
taken place in the neighborhood of
Frederich’s church since its founda-
4ion. The Big Woods virtually has
disappeared. Fine homes have re-
placed the tiny cabins. That section
now is a prosperous smiling land with

|
|
]
]
1
I

name in.memory of the pioneer who
" gave the land. :

Evidently Mr. Nagel also was a!speak eneterprise and success.
lpregcher(' for we read in the records; some cases members of the f_or_trth
that “FYederich’s Evangelical Luth- | generation are ,farming on original
eran ‘church was organized in 186Q homestead lands. ..
}_by Rev. Frederich Nagel, with a meml tions entirely foreign to-the:lives bf'l

‘bership of about 30 families.”
‘did not encounter the incident of the
naming of- the church in the re’cortﬁ,‘

formation to Mayor Winterfeldt o:

. Henderson, whose grandfather, Louis
;.;’:Wfptetfpl_d_t, was the first_treasuret of

theichurch..: “Mayor Winterfeldt still. haye.beexi identified” with Frederich’s |

Shas oing of the charch Fecords; b

seatefullyikept:by his grandfather:s
ST ieAs Were, hard sartiof

We:

however, but are indebted for this in+|..

| ghurch since, th&.begimﬁng o
o

all the physical attributes thst be—I
In

They face. condi-

I1:':1'e first pioneers; there are many in—l
fluences and opportunities ‘to- lure ]
them from the-old:church. '~ . .y
But the falth of their fathers is
strong. within ‘them and ‘on the mem-
‘bership rolls there are..still  to. be
found many of the-family names. that

Tad

‘| ed in many ways in the.activities off

] piong.er traditions are most in evi-

~ | have been diverted from their origin-

4 N’_I:Or__e; :

; ; .
'|tion has partaken of the substantial-'

ity of the community—the prosperity
and progress of the district is reflect.

the congregation. While most of the
old customs still obtain, new activi-
ties also have been introduced. But
it ig,at Christmas time, perhaps, that

dence.  The vicinity of the church
presents a charming scene in winter,
and probably it would be hard to
find a more appropriate Yule-tide pic-
ture than this church and its setting
when the ground is white with snow
and evergreens and other trees are
garnished in white. The Christmas
entertainment at the church is still
arr outstanding event of the winter.
It is a significant fact, especially
apparent to one who has browsed to
some extent among pioneer records
and musty documents of an earlier
day, that of all pioneer structures the
churches appear to have been most
lasting. : : 3
. Mills, factories and buildings -hous-
ing other enterprises were built in
the early years, but virtually none
of these exists today. Some of the
buildings still are intact, but they

al purposes af®d in most cases are in
a distressingly dilapidated condition.
This was true of the community in
which Frederich’s Evangelical Luther-
an church was built, and the present
structure has served nearly 52 years
and still stahds firmly, eloquent testi-
mony to the strength of the faith of
its congregation.

The storm and_ strife of religious
controversy, such as the present agi-
tation with regard to evolution have
no effect on the sturdy rural church
organizations which had their birth
in the rugged days of the pionéers
and were born of a faith as simple
and rugged as were the lives of those
pioneers.  In this writer’s opinion|
it is not so much the faith one pro-
fesses as the steadfastness with which/|
one adheres to a certain faith that

over, the’church jiselt axan organizd-|.
s Cortinuéd; o page A Yrigiial

4

enables organized society to endure.
—Midland Feature Service. >

NOTE: There is some discrepancy as to the exact date of the founding of the congregation. This article
puts the date at 1860. The article on the other side of this page and the oldest church records
indicate that the first church was already built in 1857. The 60th Anniversary of the congregation was
held in 1916, indicating an 1856 start. It is known that the first immigrants arrived in 1855, and that
- they immediately began to gather for worship. This seems to be date used when the decision was made
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary in 1955.
Also, this article states that Frederich Nagel donated the land for the first church. This, however, has
not been found anywhere in the church records. A more account would seem to be the one found in

the article on the other side of this page and in the church history book.
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: They found'the' couintryside cover-

fer,

| ed in the"Word of God. The first

| school as best he knew how. Being

-+ The fivst Gértnan settlerd camst
0 this: Vicinity in the year 1855;

ed“with' denﬁe. tall timber, and
for. that reason the setﬂement was
called “Big #oods or also ‘Tha

numcrous Indian neighbors. -

. Those, who' took- hOmostea:is at
that time were. W.lKuhlmann, ‘H.
Woeltehoﬂ’ C. Schmidt, A. Dreg-
G.. Ernsting, F. Meyer, G.
Copeling, L. Winterfeldt, W. Latz-
ke, G. Krentz, G. Gabbert, K.
Qidenburg, F. Nagel, F. ‘Behnke,
F. Daulov, A. Schultz. Others who
followed them in 1856 were W.
Krumrey, .G. Haas, H, Kahle, H.
Mahlmann. They had emigrated
from the provinces of Hannover,
Pommerania’ nnd Mecklenburg,
‘Germany, and were of the Luther-
-an faith.

One of the ﬁrst t.hmgs these
settlers did: was to organize a
‘Christian congregation. Being un-
able to obtain the services of a
Lutheran’ pastor, they held their
services in the homes of the mem-
bers; the various members would
read a sermon from  a sermon
book. They ‘also saw to it that
the young children were instruct-

church council of three members
consisted of F. Nagel, W. Krum-
rey gnd ‘A. Schultz: . ;

. The first log church was built
in 1857. ‘Because of the fact that
the first church stood on the claim
of Friederich Behnke, and also’
because of the fact that Friederich
Nagel - was - most’ interested and
active deacon of the church, the
church was generally known. and
Lcailed: “Fnederichs Gemeinde &

The' first pastor of the church
wag Augtst Wolff. He was a
carpenter by trade but also taught

vitally. interested 'in the spiritual
growth and welfare of the church;
his brother, Juliud Welff, came
occuionally ‘and prmhed to the
people in' their church, so most
likely, being encouraged by - his
brother, he, studied” privately, and
the mneed ' of pastors being so
great,” was. then ordained as pas-
tor by Rev. F. Fachtmann, presi-
dént of the Minnesota Synod. He

was succeeded by Rev. H. Braun,
In 1872 the old log church was
replaced by .the present brick
structure. The steeple was added
to it later.m In 1878 the school-
house was built and in 1877 the
first parsoaage was built, .~
‘In. 1877 Rev. J. Kogler was

German Settlement.”! They * h,ad

served as pastor “until 1871, and

called as 5pa=tor and’ aerved four
year: and was sucegeded “by Rev.

. N.: Volikertstn '485% . b e
‘signed “on account: of + ill “health
and was succeeded by Rey.:J,.C.
Albrecht. His term of offite’ was
ended in 1891. The ‘congregation
then ¢illed Rev. W.. Buehring who
served eight years. In 1899 Rev.
George 'Gehrke became pastor, and
under his administration .the pres-

ent parsonage was built-and ex-|

tensive improvements. were, made
on the: church property » o

* Rev. Gehrke follovud a c?ll to
Winnipeg, Canada, in 1905.' The
congregation then called Rev. Chr.
Heuer as its pastor who served
them for .17 years,-the longest
tenure of office held by anj of
its pastors. - .

In '1922 Rev. J. Janzig took
over.the office of the ministry in
the congregation. e served for
11 years and was succeeded by
Rev. Paul Elsel in 1938, B

The parish houge -was built at
the time when Rev. Elsel served
as pastor. Upon the death .of
Rev. Elsel in |1J39 the congreza-
tion called Rev. A.;\W. Bunge as
pagtor, who, having served for
five ‘years, followed* & call to Al-
bany, Minn. Rev. M. Voelske,
who succeeded him, was compelled
to resign on account of {ll health
after serving only a few mdnths,
dand since his reshmttion in 1945,
the present pastor, Rev. Adolph
Kilian, is in charge o!«thc con-
gregation as pastor

No doubt, says Rev Kﬂhn, Re-
deemer Lutheran church.(former-
ly known as.“Friederichs Gemein-’
de,” also as the “German -Settle-
ment Church” since pioneer days)
has exerted its beneficial influence
upon. the community angdsdeft -ita
imprint on the -pages of the éarly
history of the state of Minnesota.
We admire the indomitable spirit
of the early settlers, their courage,
their gelf-denial and their hope
in the future. We ask: What gave
them these sterling . qualities of
character The answer is simple.
It was their unlimited- faith in,

God and the glorions future of:

the new land so rich!y blessed by
God Almighty.

with.its Means of Grace that had’

It was the Church|

followed them into the wilds of
the state of Minnegota that ‘in-
stilled, Tostered and strengthened
their faith in them in those’ try-
ing ‘days of pioneering.

« How grateful and appreciative|.
we ought to be, the heirs .of such |
a glorious and heroic put. What
an honor to follow our pioneering
fathers in the footsteps that. they
have left:behind in ‘the sands’pt
time. What a privilege and sacred
duty, to"cnn'y on “where they.
havo left off,:. ' .

“Redoemer Lutheran churec h _
whicb they- founded ix still in'
out ‘midat.. Redeemer Lutheran
chnrch which was s0 near:and
dear to tho hearts of the vener-
able fathers ‘and served them ‘so
faithlully and well, is their heri-
tage to us, and wants to serve
us, the children, in the same faith-
ful way and has the same sacred
and treasured blessings to offer

1to us, thetr: chlldren and children’s

children. ; Do ‘'we appreciate them
as much - they did?. Should we

{not consider: it-an honor and

very - dhﬂnct unique privilege to
be & member ©f that church which
our . 9lonurlnk fathers founded
and : érected as 'a monument to
thelr Laith,. love and devotion. to,
thelr God” nnd country?
Moomer Luthoran church
hu gone throngh many and varied
experlerices and has ,weatnered
them all. - Evidently, under Go
she has a mlss!on ta perform, QVi'l
today. \Radeomer Lutheraniehurch

|18 ‘more. than willing, yea, ,eager,
f to serve the children: and chil-
|dren’s’ children of the pioneering

fathers in the community and ex-
tend a ‘hearty ‘welcome to -all of
them to come and worship'in the
church and at the altar their

: fathen built for them; .

" May we,-the descendants and
heirs ‘of .our ploneering fathers
and tleir heritage, truly be thank-
ful to God-and enjoy and cherish
our herlu:e. and in.true loyalty
and consecration say: “My Church,
‘my "Church;, my dear. old IChuich,
my. tathgrs and my own!'On Proph-
ets and ‘Apostles byilt,-and. ‘Christ
the-‘corperstone; All elu beside.
by ‘storm or tide, may yot be over
thrown; but not my Church, my

; délr old ‘Church, my fathers and

my own; : My Church, my Church,
my dear old (Church, I love her

{ancient name; and God forbid, a

child of hers should ever do. her
shame! Hor mothep-cire I'll ever
share;.her <hild I am alone, . till
‘He who gave me. to her arms shﬁ.ll

Teall-me-to-His cwn™ - — -
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Tells of Begmnmg Of German Settlement

(By Win. V. Workmg) St " e

Untxl last week the writer had lit-
tle information concerning the gene-
sis .of the German Settlement, that
district of fertile, well-tiled farms
and industrious. and propsperous
farmfolk, but in conversation’ with
Mr.. William Kessler of Belle Plaine,
he learned many mterestmg details
concerning the first settlements in
that district. .

.In the first place, many resxdents
of the German settlement may .be
surprised to learn Fate, in the guise
of ‘Chhnce directed those who open-
ed the first claims there. The story
of the opening of these clalms was
told to the writer by Mr. Kessler sub:
stantxally as follows:

“My fathér, John Kepssler, Karx
Oldenburg and K Karl Dreger, had
come from Mec'klenburg, Germany,
several years before ‘they settled in
Minnesota. Mr. Dreger was' the fa-
ther-in-law of my’ father and Karl
Oldenburg, who had been' married
before coming to America. They first
located in Canada and then went to
Buffalo, N. Y. From there they came
lout to St. Paul in 1854, planning to
go to Towa and take farm land. They
knew nothing about this part of the
country and, of course, had not thot
of coming here. They could not
speak English and Kad wvery little
money, but they were determined to
get settled on farms some way or
another, -They had traveled to St.
Paul by steamboat and as they stood
on- the levee, wondering® what they
would do next, a German from. .Hen-
derson named Kurt approached them,
and learning their plans and the cir-
cumstances, advised them to - ceme
up into this neighborhood. “There is
plenty of good land near Hender-
son,” Kurt told them, ‘and it won’t
cost you much to get settled.” De-
lighted to encounter ‘a man who

spoke their language and “ho evine-
ed a friendly interest in their wel-
fare, the three homeseekers 'at once
decided to accept his advice.

“The next day they boarded a
steamboat for Henderson and on ar-
riving immediately set out to look
for land. They chose claims in Blake-
ley township along the Le Sueur
cointy line. Father settled —on the
farm now occupied by Roy Woeste-
hog, Karl Oldenburg claimed an ad-
joining tract, now the Henry Latzke
place, and grandfather Dreger set-
tled a half mile east, his claim being
now the William Ernst farm. Each
claim consisted of 160 acres and the
three pioneers began at once to build
log cabins and clear land.

"“They not only had no oxen and
no plow, but even lacked tools with
which to do the work by hand. They
managed to procure axes and grub
hoes however, and later, when they
had scraped together a little money,
father and grandfather walked tb
St. Anthony and bought a yoke of
oxen which they drove back. They
made a wagon with solid wheels cut
from a log and bought an old-fashion-
ed iron plow. They had settled on.the
claims in the spring but were unable
to get much done the first year. They
had no neighbors all summer but
before winter set in almost every
claim in that neighborhood was tak-
en.” . .

Mr. Kessler recalled that his fa-
ther’s cabin (in which Mr.. Kessler
was born 70 years ago) was a tiny
structure 10 by 14 feet with a dirt
floor and a roof of basswood bark,
the bark having been removed from
small trees in halves lengthwisey the
halves resembling in shape the halves
of a stovepipe if the pipe were cut
in two lengthwise. - These pices of

(Continued on page 2)

Wm. \.I_.(.esfsler Tells -
Story.of Beginning of
German Settlement

(Continued from page 1)

bark were ingeniously laid with. the
edges of one piece resting in the hol-
lows of two others, placed with the
convex side up, after the manner. of
some kinds of roof tile.

Anyway, Mr. Kesselr recalls that
these Toofs were absolutely water-
proof. In fact, he razed his grand-
father’s cabin 45 years ago and
found the bark roof intact and still
waterproof. }

Now these settlers had venturedf:
into what was virtually the heart of|:
the Big Woods and.it may be readily|'
understood that thea task o \B:lear-
ing the land was a formidable one.
They helped each other and- clear-
ed an acre or so at a time, carefully

|planting corn, garden stuff and even

grain. At first, however, they plant-
ed their crops between stumps. Their
fare was ‘of the plainest and they
had no money to spend for anything
but the most important ‘“necessaries”

and they even managed to get along

|without many of these.

- Natural ingeuity aided them ma-
terially, and the substitute for a
stovepipe they evolved is illustrative.
Mr. Kessler explained that ‘chim-
neys’’ leading from the stove through
the roof were made of wood and clay.
Old-fashioned iron stoves with square
fireplaces and with large bake ovens
resting on top at the rear, served
for all heating, cooking and baking
purposes. The cabins had one tiny
window each, the glass being install-
ed without sashes. In these cabins
many large families were raised and
they housed the toiling settlers for
years while the German Settlement
area was being opened. h
Space will not permit presentation
of further details here. but other|
facts revealed by Mr. Kessler will be
dealt with next week.—Midland Fea-
ture service.




: =
week’s story, rec

{lowed the first

Farmirf’g In

Farmjngfin the| Big Woods was a
hazardous |undertaking in the 50’s.
Mr. Kessler, who (was quoted in last
1s that his father,
John Kessler, and .. Karl Oldenburg
sought employme t to tide them ov-
er until they could raise larger crops.
Mr. Kessler worke on the Dodd road
then being built| from near Sioux
City, Iowa, to' Mdndota. The section
of which Mr. Kegsler was employed
traversed lLe Sueyr_county. Mr. Old-
enburg worked on steamboats on the

réger, remained at
home and|looked| after th e. three
claims, aslhxs grandson does not re-
call that. he left -find work.

The begmnmg of agricnlture in
the German Settlement was not aus-
plcxouS' the threé pioneers had brot
potatoes with th m and these produc-
ed their first /crop. Soon, small tracts
of wheat, xye and corn appeared. The
settlers (including those who fol-
ree) were not fa-
, but had raised
qhxeﬂ ‘rye in the.old country, the
bread being madp almost exclusively
from-rye flour. “In the old country,”
Mr. Kessler said
course’ rye bread|and while they pre-
ferred “whife bread, they knew more
about rye and clhng to. it during the

1)
miliar: with co

‘|first few years. The rye was ground

into flour at a|mill at Henderson,
although anothen at Jordan also was
patronized to :]conaider_able extent.
Belle Plaine had a small mill then,
but-it does not appear that much of
this trade then kame he TR

One reason fo the.marked success
of most of theé|pioneer families of
the German Settlement is that they
began ‘at an eatly date to build up

pioneers lsonght to: maintain high

Minnesota| river. |Evidently, the fa-|-
|ther-in-law, Mr.

“ they had to eat|-

The Blg Woods In The Early 50 s

i bl e (By Win. V. Workmg)

sta‘nd'a;-ds in their herds, they of
course had no purebred stock, but it
is a matter of record that high grade
stock .entered the district as early as
forty years ago. Herds of from 10 to
12 head were not uncommon in those
days, and despite the low prices, the
settlers realized an appreciable sum
for their butter made at home.

Cattle roamed -at large as there
were no fences and even hogs ‘and
sheep roamed virtually at wﬂl over
the countryside.

The settlers employed_ the expedi-
ents common to that period, cutting
their wagon wheels in solid blocks
from logs, and making sleighs by us-
ing small bent tree trunks for run-
ners. Mr. Kessler . remembers that
the first “buggy’” in the Settlement
was rated as a novelty. “It really
was a hght lumber wagon,” Mr. Kess-
ler chuckled, “but it was called a bug-
gy and certainly it was a marked im-
provement on the home-made wagons.

These factory-made. vehicles were|
considered “stylish” and the first to}

get them were forced to fage a great

deal of chafing just as did those who|

bought the first automobiles. . .

When probing for facts about pi-
oneer life the writer frequently en-
counters something mnew. For in-
stance,.a great deal has been written
in this series about the Indians, their
habits; their attitndes toward the
whites, etc., but Mr. Kessler added
to the writer's store of information
by explaining that the Indians would
not eat lard. The settlers who were
not able to buy cows at first ate lard
on their bread. When the Indians ap-
peared and asked for food they were
given bresad spread with lard, but
spurned it, yre.femng the Bread with-
out either lard or butter. Indisns

(Continued on page two)

(Continued from Page One). .

visited the Settlefment in large num-
bers, but the district’s position with
relation to Fort Snelling and Fort
Ridgely saved it from invasion at the
thpe of the outbreak in 1862.

Most persons in this section who
are not German probably know that
the natives of Germany were form-
erly classed as High and Low: Ger-
mans according -to geographical lo-| -
cation. Thos who resided in the low|.
districts. were called Low Germans
and the others High Germans, just|.
as the Highlanders and Lowlanders
of Scotland are designated. The two
German groups spoke different dia-
lects. Now in the early years in Ame-
rica other nationals confused the
names German and Dutch and the
Germans were commonly known as
the Dutch. The Settlement was peo-.
pled chiefly by residents of the low
lands of Germany anch soon residents|
of Belle Plaine began referring to
the district as the “Low Dutch. Settle-
ment.”” This name ' persisted some
years but'finally one resident of the
Settlement, Gottlieb Ernsting, went
to town to set the people right about
ithe n.me. “You are mistaken,” he ex-
plained in German. “A Dutchman is
a Hollander. We are Germans and
prefer to be referred to as such.”
Since, the present name has been (-
ed. _

Very few of the old-timers remain.
Mr. Kessler believes that Henry Mo-
enke i3 the last survivor of the ear-
lier settlers. Most of the old ' huild-
ings also have disappeared, although
the old Kessler home on the Woeste-
hoff place, built in 1866, still s
standing and is used as a residence.
However, it was a pretentious dwell-
ing in its day and ‘was stoutly built.

The descendants of the first three
gsettlers now are numerous. There
were five children in the Dreger fam-
ily; seven in the Kessler family and
seven in the Oldenhurg household.
Of the children, William Kessler, Mrs.
August Krumrey and Mrs. Frank
Kruschke, children of John Kessler,

and John ‘Dreger, reside here. Carl
Oldenburg, now dead, also lived here.
Hls mdow still is a restdent. There

l;m number of descendants’ of
the ‘three ploneers in Blakeley town.'

ship and' adjoining dlltrlcts.—uld-
land Feature Service.




