
 
 
 

ORDER FOR MEMORIAL DAY 
 

Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United States for remembering the 
people who died while serving in the country's armed forces. The holiday 
originated as Decoration Day after the American Civil War in 1868, when an 
organization of Union veterans established it as a time for the nation to 
decorate the graves of the Union war dead with flowers. 

 
MEMORIAL DAY LITANY 

 
Memories are joyful and painful, but we cannot live without 
them. Let us pray that we may never forget. 
 
For leaders who send young men and women to war, that 
their judgments be sound and their motives pure, we pray: 
 
For soldiers who lay down their lives for others, that the love 
which inspires their sacrifice be fulfilled in the love of Christ, 
we pray. 
 
For soldiers who have been maimed, traumatized or 
brutalized by war, that our love for them may make their 
soothe their scars and make brutality yield to the tenderness of 
returning love, we pray. 
 
For those who have been left behind, that they may live on the 
strength of the love that they knew, we pray. 
 
For those who suffer most from war, that the homeless, the 
orphaned, the widowed, the hungry, and the innocent may 
help us turn from warlike ways to pursue the potential of 
peace, we pray. 
 
Merciful God, help us never forget that war is hell. Help us to 
honor its saints, and to pray for its sinners and victims, 
through the Victim for our sakes, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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CEMETERY PRAYERS 
 
GREETING AND WELCOME 
L�The grace and peace of God our Father,  

who raised Jesus from the dead, be with us/you always. 
a�And also with you. 

 

L�Dear friends, we gather today to remember these family and friends 
who served in the military, [gave their lives,] and are at rest. They 
have passed from death to life in company with the Lord Jesus, who 
died and rose to new life, and are purified now of all their sin and 
struggle. We give thanks to God for gathering them into the life of 
Christ and welcoming them among all the saints in heaven. 

 
READINGS 
A�A reading from Matthew: 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to 
him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at 
home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 
 
7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 
 
8The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you 
come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that 
one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.” 
 
10When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those 
following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in 
Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come 
from the east and the west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. 12But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” 
 
13Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as 
you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that 
moment.. (8:5-13) 

�
L�[name] is in Christ; and Christ is in God;  

and God is our all in all. 
 



PRAYERS 
A Prayer for Those Who Have Given Their Lives 
Copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress: Evangelical Lutheran Worship Prayer Book for the Armed Services, p. 65. 

L�Let us pray: 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the 
greatest love by laying down their lives for others. We especially 
thank you for those in our military throughout history who have 
sacrificed their lives for their fellow citizens and for us who came 
after. As we remember their service, keep us mindful of all those for 
whom this day is a burden, and send your spirit of comfort to them. 
Be present with all the women and men who are serving in the 
military today. Though they are at war, let them live for the peace 
known only from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, and 
keep us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our 
lives in praise and thanksgiving to you; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

a�Amen. 
 

A General Prayer for Remembering all Veterans Who Have Died 
Copyright © 1970 Concordia Publishing House; adapted. 

L�Let us pray: 
Lord God, in whom there is life and light: Accept our thanks for 
those who died for us, our prayers for those who mourn, and our 
praise for the hope you have given us. Refresh our hearts with 
dedication to the ideals of heroic service, with appreciation for the 
honesty of just service, with obedience to the laws of the upright. 
 

Forgive us when our patriotism is hollow, when our nationalism is 
arrogant, when our allegiance is halfhearted. Stir within us 
thanksgiving for all we have inherited, vigilance for the freedoms of 
all, and willingness to sacrifice for fellow citizens. Comfort us with 
the joy that Christ died for all those who died for us, bringing life 
and immortality to light. 

a�Amen. 
 

Other prayers may be offered by the assembly. 
 

L�Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord. 
a�And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

L�May they rest in peace.   a�Amen. 
 

L�May all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace.     a�Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
L�May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, keep 

our/your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of 
his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. a�Amen. 
 

A�Let us go in peace. 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Prayer Resources 
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