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 Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; 
  he gives power and strength to his people. 

Blessed be God! 
Psalm 68: 35 
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Worship 
Scripture is from the NRSV Bible; Hymn is in ELW (Red) and LBW. (Green) hymnals. 

 

Welcome, Announcements (see last page), Ringing of Chimes  
 

Gathering 
 

Call to Worship            Psalm 68: 1, 4, 5, 34, 35  
 

Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee before him. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
    lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds—his name is the Lord—be exultant before him. 

5 Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 
34 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; and whose power is in the skies. 

35 Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; he gives power and strength to his people. 
       Blessed be God! 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life,  
       who calls into existence the things that do not exist. Amen 
 
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
     Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. Silence is kept for reflection.  

 
Gracious God,  
      Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly. 
We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us 
back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and 
dwell in your house forever. Amen 
 
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.  
All your sin is forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
Amen 
 

 

Hymn  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” #656, 1 & 2  
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
the unity of heart and mind is like to that above.  
 
Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;  
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  

 
Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you! 
 
Kyrie  
  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and for the unity of all,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  For your holy church, and for all who offer their worship and praise,  

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  Helps, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen  



 
 

      2 
Prayer of the Day 
  O God of Glory,  
       Your Son, Jesus Christ, suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ  
  and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
  
 

The Word 
 

New Testament Reading  1 Peter 4: 12 - 14, 5: 6 - 11 
 

          12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation   # 142 
 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 
The Gospel according to John: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel                                                                       John 17: 1 - 11 
 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, 
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 
that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 

 
6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me 
is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  

 
9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Time 
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Sermon           Rev. Diane M. Goulson 
 
Blessing    May the peace of God that passes all understanding,  
                   keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen 
 
Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”        #656, 3 
 

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,  
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.  

 
Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 

Sharing the Peace The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 
Offering Gathered Prepare your offering to be mailed to church.  
   
Offering Prayer  
  Merciful God,   

Our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just as 
you do with our lives. You feed us with your Word for service in your name, in the strength of the 
risen Christ. Amen 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  A brief silence.  
 
O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of your gospel, the love of our 
neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe life into your creation. Guide us as we explore the mysteries of the universe. We pray for the work of 
scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable. Redirect those who use 
violence, greed and privilege as weapons. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without supportive families, and for 
all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their anxieties in your care.  
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



 
 

4  
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day those who risked their 
lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad, and assure them of your 
never-failing strength, especially Joseph and Haakon. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

 
Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the faithful examples of those who 
have listened to your voice and now rest in you. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in our love, almighty God, we place all for  
whom we pray into your eternal care, through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

Sending 
Blessing  

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope,  
and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. Amen 
 

 

Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”         #656, 4 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  

 
 

Dismissal            Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace.  
Share the good news. Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
+  +  +  +  

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, 2019, Year A, Guide to Worship Planning, Augsburg Fortress. 
Music printed under CCLI #11304952 

+  +  +  +  
 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
Vacation Bible School is in the works! We will not be gathering at Redeemer as that is not a safe option 

and we will not be online - we’ve all had enough of that. We will be connecting with our children and their 
families in a fun, safe, faith-growing manner. Details are still being worked on. If you are interested in being 
part of the planning of VBS or know of families outside of our congregation who may want to participate, 
contact Betsy O. or Pastor Diane.  

 
  



 
 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
 
 

Le Sueur Food Shelf T & Th. 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm; 2nd T 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
BP Food Shelf Wed. 5 - 7 pm; Sat. 9 - noon 
NP Peace Center M, W, & F, 9 am - 12:30 pm; Th. 4:30 - 6:30 pm 
Henderson FoodShare    May 1st & 3rd Thurs. 4:30 - 5:30 pm Redeemer  

+ + + + + 
Prayers Health Issues Kerry, Cindy, Covid patients  
Church Organizations    Seminaries, Bible Camps: Camp Onomia,  

Homeless Shelters, etc.  
Armed Services: Haakon D. scheduled for deployment to Africa, June 17.  

Joseph S. in Japan, awaiting deployment to Hawaii sometime in July.  
+ + + + + 

Calendar at a Glance 
Sunday, May 24 9:30 am      Worship Online Live Facebook 

Also available on the website after worship. 
Tuesday, May 26 2:00 - 3:30 pm  Redeemer: LS Food Shelf 
Thursday, May 28 2:00 - 3:30 pm  Redeemer: LS Food Shelf 

Contact Laurie Flaspeter to help at Food Shelf 
+ + + + +  

 

Sunday, May 31 Pentecost Sunday - Wear Red! 
9:30 am      Worship Online Live Facebook 

 Also available on the website after worship. 
+ + + + +  

Sunday, June 7          Trinity Sunday 
9:30 am      Worship Online Live Facebook 

          Celebration of teachers, students, and seniors 
    Sermon by ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, possibly 

+ + + + +  
 
 

Offerings:  May 17      $ 2,250 (Includes offerings for the next couple of months from some people.)   
Thank you!  Thanks be to God! 

+ + + + +  
Thank You to . . .  
 

Laurie Flaspeter for coordinating our teams to work at the Le Sueur Food Shelf and Henderson 
FoodShare.  

Volunteers at the Le Sueur Food Shelf this past week and those who are signed up to work next 
week, Tuesday & Thursday. 

Volunteers at Henderson FoodShare on Thursday.  
You all rock, people of God! 

  



 
 

Sermon Notes 
 
Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, Amen 
 
There is a song my husband and his brothers enjoyed singing when we were first dating. A singer, Mac Davis 
made it popular. “Oh Lord it’s hard to be humble, when you’re perfect in every way, I can’t wait to look in the 
mirror, cause I get better looking each day. To know me is to love me. I must be a hell of a man. Oh Lord it’s 
hard to be humble, but I’m doing the best that I can.” It’s Hard to Be Humble Lyrics@BMG Rights Management 

 
We laughed at the words then and it is easy to laugh at them now. And yet, I find them not so funny when I 
read the scripture from 1 Peter 4 today. “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 
he may exalt you in due time.”  What does it mean to be humble? And humble before God?  
 
Pause for a minute. Who do you see in your life that are humble? I have a handful in my life that I consider 
humble. And yet, even they push back and exert power in different areas of their lives too. Don’t we all! Many 
even find a way to get power even in their giving and generosity. Giving fish is not as helpful as teaching 
someone how to fish and helping them find a way to have access to the same blessings you have, i.e. livable 
wage, health insurance, etc.  
 
Being humble is not something our society encourages. Rather there seems to be an emphasis on showing 
bravado and power. Words are used to demean and label others. Weapons are worn openly to intimidate. 
Even some churches and pastors are demanding to open, to gather in larger numbers than recommended for 
safety. We seem to be about showing our own power and might over others. It is easy to get the message from 
people that no one is going to tell them what to do. 
 
The United States is known for its focus on individualism. Multiple articles have shown how the USA has 
reacted to the pandemic in a very different manner compared to many other countries. States and individuals 
have more of a voice. There is no overall national plan on dealing with the pandemic. It is the USA way.  
 
Today we are challenged as Christians by our scripture from 1 Peter 4. Today we are called to not be surprised 
by suffering. To be humble before God, so that God may use us when needed and as needed. What does that 
look like? 
 
For many of us, I think we are like Naaman, the Leper, from 2 Kings 5: 1 - 19. He was the commander of a 
great army and suffered from leprosy. A servant girl, captured from Samaria, told the king of Aram of Elisha in 
Israel who could heal Naaman. He sent Naaman to Elisha. Elisha told Naaman to wash himself 7 times in the 
Jordan to be healed of his leprosy. At first he was angry and refused. Naaman’s servant reminded him that if 
Elisha had asked something difficult, would he not have done it! So why not do what was easy. Naaman 
immersed himself 7 times in the Jordan according to the word of Elisha, a man of God, and he was healed.  
 
Obviously, the washing wasn’t the hard part for Naaman. The hard part was humbling himself before God, 
admitting he needed help, and that he didn’t have all the answers. By bowing before God, we acknowledge 
that we are not gods, and we stop the replaying of the heresies of Eden over again. To bow humbly before the 
God of Israel, the God of the Cross and resurrection, we give up our power to be in charge. We say it in our 
Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
 
Our American society pushes us to put ourselves first. We get the message that we should get all we want 
first, then worry about others. That is not the message of God through Jesus Christ. In Christ we recognize all 
that we have comes from God and it is not ours to keep, including any power or privilege we have. These are 
not given to us to hoard, rather we are to recognize humbly where what we have has come from, and that we 
are to give it away.  
 
 



 
 

Sermon 2 
What Bible figures come to mind for you when you think of servants of God being humble? Mary, mother of 
Jesus, Joseph, father of Jesus, Mary - sister of Martha, Peter’s mother who is healed and immediately rose to 
serve Jesus and the disciples, and others?  
 
And, of course Jesus, as we read in Philippians 2:  

6 who, though he was in the form of God,  
    did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross.  

 
Paul reminds us that it only in Christ’s love for us that we have anything to brag about: 
 
30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 2 Corinthians 11: 30  
and  
 
9 but [the Lord] said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I 
am weak, then I am strong.  2 Corinthians 12: 9 - 10 
 
So what are we as Christians called to show the world? A God with great bravado and strength to over power 
sin? Or a God that takes on the sin of the world with love and forgiveness, mercy and grace? 
 
During his last hours on earth, Jesus prays for his disciples. The one who could call on heaven and earth to 
stop what was going to happen to him, kneels before the Father and prayers for the ongoing relationship of 
God with God’s creation and people. That is power. It is the power that overcame death.  
 
As one pastor recently shared: “Scripture and Jesus make us, as those who are forgiven and living in grace, 
uncomfortable by reminding us of our accountability rather than our power, our responsibility rather than our 
authority and our duty rather than our rights.”  
 
May we, as Easter people, with God’s help, live out God’s power in our accountability, responsibility and duty 
in love, as those living into God’s forgiveness and grace. Amen 
 

Emergency Numbers 
 

When in sorrow call John 14 
When you have sinned call Psalm 51 
When you worry call Matthew 6: 19 - 34 
When you are in danger call Psalm 91 
When your faith needs stirring call Hebrews 11 
When you feel down and out call Romans 8: 31 
When you want peace and rest call Matthew 11: 25 - 30  
When the world seems bigger than God call Psalm 90 
If your pocketbook is empty call Psalm 37 
When you are lonely and fearful call Psalm 23 
When you grow bitter and critical call 1 Corinthians 13 
For how to get along with others call Romans 12 
If you are depressed call Psalm 27 
If people seem unkind call John 15 
From Fallon Johnson’s photos, Facebook, 10.01.13 


